
By  Robert Fish 

The 9th Annual Bob “Whip” 
Whitacre Memorial Pattern 
Contest was held at the 
San Jose Wavemasters 
Field in Hollister, California 
over the weekend of Sep-
tember 15 and 16, 2012. 
This was a regular AMA/
FAI contest with the added 
attraction of classic pattern. 
Jon Carter was the CD.  

 

My wife, Jennifer, and I left 
on Friday morning with 
trailer in tow for the 300-
mile journey for the beauti-
ful Hollister airfield. We 

arrived in time to greet our 
friends and get in a few 
practice flights. Friday night 
featured the annual “Taco 
Party” at Dale Olstinske’s 
home, and he and Joan 
made us feel welcome. We 
got re-acquainted with oth-
er friends and made some 
new ones as well. 

Saturday morning saw 
wheels up at 9:20 AM. Two 
back-to-back rounds of 
AMA Master’s were flown 
with ten pilots, followed by 
two back-to-back rounds of 
AMA Sportsman, Interme-
diate, Advanced and FAI. 

One round of Classic Pat-
tern was then flown. This 
process was repeated, and 
the day closed at 5:30pm 
with four rounds of AMA/
FAI and two rounds of 
Classic completed. 

Sunday morning’s activities 
began at 8:20 AM with the 
same format followed as 
on Saturday. Flying was 
completed at 2:30pm, with 
six rounds of AMA/FAI and 
four rounds of classic pat-
tern. 
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Welcome back for the se-

cond issue of the CPA 

Newsletter. It’s great to 

have you with us! 

I wanted to cover a few 

random areas this time, 

and in no particular order. 

First, let me say what a 

dream come true editing 

this newsletter has been. 

As a veteran of 30 years of 

books and newsletter writ-

ing, there is something tru-

ly great about writing or 

editing a good half dozen 

stories during a month and 

then working with Scott 

and to lay out each issue 

and add as many color pic-

tures and as many pages 

per issue as we want. Then 

proofread it and finish it, 

and then hit the go button 

on the computer and it 

shows up in everyone’s 

inbox a half of a mili-

second later. Back in the 

day, I would type text on 

my old Selectric,  make up 

dummy layout sheets, drive 

it over to the printer, wait to 

be called to come pick up a 

proof copy, go home, edit 

that, take it back, make 

more corrections on a blue 

line copy, turn that in, cal-

culate the number of pages 

and the costs to print, wait 

for the printed copies, take 

them home, stuff mailing 

envelopes, buy buckets of 

postage, go home, lick and 

stick stamps, take it all up 

and mail it, and then go 

home and collapse.   It was 

backbreaking at times with 

all the attention it took to 

complete one issue.  
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Here is a list of suppliers 

for the Classic pattern 

crowd. 

Kits: 

R/C City –  http://

www.rccityfl.com/ 

Carolina Custom Aircraft 

– http://

www.carolinacustomaircraf

t.com/ 

Eureka Aircraft Co. – 

http://

www.eurekaaircraft.com/

pattern.htm 

ARF’s: 

Hanger 9 -  Phoenix 7  -  

http://hangar-9.com/

Products/Default.aspx?

ProdID=HAN4755 

Great Planes – Dirty 

Birdy -  http://

www.greatplanes.com/

airplanes/gpma1975.html 

Parts / Accessories: 

Jersey Modeler – http://

www.jerseymodeler.com/ 

Spring Air Retracts-  http://

www.retracts.com/ 

 

Radio South – http://

www.radiosouthrc.com/ 

 

The Balsa Store- http://

www.thebalsastore.com/ 

 

Performance Model Avia-

tion -  Canopies & Cores - 

http://rcfoamy.com/ 

duties so that all could fly 

in the contest.   

Sportsman class went right 

down to the last round be-

tween Scott Anderson and 

Gary Singleton. 

To keep things running 

smoothly, one flight line 

was used. There were also 

a few newcomers to give 

Classic Pattern flying a try. 

This two day event had 

good weather both days, 

and Jamie Strong hit 10’s 

with the lunch on Saturday. 

This is one of the greatest 

Another Pattern contest 

was held in the southeast 

over June 16 and 17, 2012, 

and Jim Oliver was sched-

uled to CD the event. Un-

fortunately, Jim had a prop 

bite his hand while helping 

Jamie Strong tune his mo-

tor at the field a week be-

fore the event.  The contest 

looked like it would be can-

celled due to this as well as 

a family commitment.   

Because of this, Larry Hill 

stepped up and volun-

teered to CD the contest 

with the help of Scott An-

derson and Dave Phillips 

lending hands to the CD 

flying sites and so nice and 

peaceful. 

Novice:  

1) Fred Robertson  

2) Larry Hill  

 

Sportsman:  

1) Gary Singleton  

2) Scott Anderson  

 

Advanced:  

1) Victor Diaz  

2) Julio Arrieta  

3) Mike Wieczorek  

 

Masters:  

1) Jamie Strong  

2) Dave Phillips II 

Where to buy Classic Pattern equipment 

Fountain City Flyers – Prattville, AL  
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Julio Arrieta and wife. 

Victor Diaz in front of the judges. 

L - Jamie Strong 

R - Deception 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/buynow/keywordclick.cfm?bid_id=1029


AIR MAIL...Our Readers Write To The CPA 

 RCRC - Huntsville, AL  

Do you have a comment to 
share with our members? If 
so, then write to Scott  
or Rick and note that you 
would like your letter post-
ed in AIR MAIL.  
Please note that we re-
serve the right to edit or 
delete any part of 
your replies for style or 
content. 

Novice:  
1st: Tim Whitley  
2nd: Larry Hill  
 
Advanced:  

1st: Julio Arrieta  
2nd: Mike Wingo  
3rd: David Phillips III  
4th: Curt Oberg  
5th: David Phillips II  
 
Masters:  
1st: Jamie Strong  
2nd: Jon Lowe  
3rd: Scott Smith  
4th: Ralph White, Jr.  
5th: Nick White  
6th: Bic Green  
7th: Ron Van Putte 

 
4 points separated 1st 

and 2nd in Masters! Re-

ally fun to be that 

close. 

Mike Wingo did a 

GREAT job at scoring !  
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Want  CPA  Merchandise ? 

http://classicpatternstore.wee

bly.com 

Photos by -  Ralph White 

Thanks for sending your 
new newsletter. Really well 
done. Sounds like you’re 
making progress with CPA, 
too. Hope things are going 
well for you. 
 
Dave Mathewson, Execu-
tive Director, Academy of 
Model Aeronautics 

I am now officially floored! 
What a great newsletter! 
The articles are every bit 
interesting and enlighten-
ing. I was pleasantly sur-
prised and "hooked" on the 
reading, and Rick did an 
outstanding job with the 
content. Holy smoke, you 
are leading the way and it 
looks fantastic!   
Jose R. Soto, District V, 
Vice President WOW! That's a great first 

newsletter! 

Dave Phillips  

Thanks. It is great, and 

very professionally done. 

 Vincent Viassick  

http://www.rcuniverse.com/buynow/keywordclick.cfm?bid_id=1029
http://sn137w.snt137.mail.live.com/mail/


The Pilots and Their Air-
craft: 

 

Jon Bruml brought his 
Great Planes Dirty Birdy 
ARF. This one was the first 
example that I have seen 
up close. It was powered 
by an O.S. 65 AX with a 
Mac’s pipe. The aircraft 
was new and Jon had not 
yet dialed in the pipe, but it 
had power to spare. His 
Dirty Birdy brought back 
many fond memories and 
was a hot performer. Jon 
will have a front line con-
tender once he fine tunes 
it. 

 

Dale Olstinske brought two 
E-powered aircraft, a Kaos 
built from a Eureka kit, and 
a Hangar 9 Phoenix 7 
ARF. Both aircraft were 
powered by a Scorpion 
4020-S motor and a 5-cell 
battery, and both were very 
powerful. Dale and Jon 
Carter flew some fast pass-
es on Friday afternoon, 
and most agreed that the E
-powered P-7 had a slight 
speed edge over Jon’s 
piped .61 P-7.  

 

This was very compelling 
evidence that the high KV 
motor can make an ac-
ceptable power plant in a 
classic (ballistic) airframe. 
Dale flew his P-7 in the 
competition and shared his 
E-Kaos with Don Atwood 
and Frank Capone. It was 
interesting that Dale used 
the “.25 to .46” size E-
Flight retracts in his P-7. 
They proved more than 

adequate for the job, and 
other than an initial but 
common  wire breakage 
with the nose gear that 
plagues this fine product, 
they worked otherwise 
flawlessly with the electric 
installation. This is attribut-
ed to the lack of vibration 
from the electric motor ver-
sus an IC engine. 

 

Jim Kimbro brought his 
original design Mirage. He 
designed and built this 
beautiful airplane in 1989 
and flew it to the win in the 
Master’s. As one might 
expect, with the Rossi RE 
power plant cranking out 
so much horsepower, it 
was plenty fast. 

 

Dick Belden brought a 
Kaos with an O.S. 55AX 
that was built from RCM 
plans. The workmanship 
on Dick’s Kaos was quite 
impressive.  

 

Robert Fish rounded out 
the Classic field with his H-
9 Phoenix 7. Robert’s air-
craft featured a Mag-
num .61 with a Mac’s pipe 
and Spring-Air retracts. 

 

Here is the finishing order: 

Classic Pattern Advanced 
(2)  
Robert Fish 3000.000  
Jon Bruml 2519.693  
 
Classic Pattern Masters (5)  
Jim Kimbro 3000.000  
Don Atwood 2882.351  
Frank Capone 2647.220  
Dale Olstinske 2494.875  

Dick Belden 1794.016 

My gratitude is extended to 
the Wavemasters Club, 
Jon Carter, and the entire 
crew for a top notch event. 
It was well executed and 
featured classy awards. 
You can bet that it is a 
standard item on my con-
test calendar! I am already 
looking forward to next 
year. NOR-CAL PATTERN 
ROCKS!!!!! 

Gear up!!! 

 

Here is the listing of west 

coast classic events for 

2012: 

 

3/31/12- 4/1/12 Victorville, 

Ca, AMA/Classic combined      

 

4/28-29/12 Arvin, Ca. 

AMA/Classic combined  

 

5/21/12 Camarillo, Ca. 

Classic Pattern Get-

Together 

 

6/2-3/12 Oakdale, Ca. 

AMA/Classic Combined 

 

9/15-16/12 Hollister, Ca. 

AMA/Classic Combined 

 

10/6-7/12 Sacramento, Ca. 

AMA/Classic combined 

 

11/12 *Proposed Classic 

only, Lancaster, Ca. 

 Hollister, CA AMA and Classic Pattern  

Dale and Jon Carter 
flew some fast passes 
on Friday afternoon, 
and most agreed that 
the E-powered P-7 had 
a slight speed edge 
over Jon’s piped .61 P-
7.  
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Hollister, CA AMA and Classic Pattern Contest cont. from 

page 4 
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Electric  P-7   

Jon Bruml starting D.B. 

Dick Belden and Kaos 

Matt Kimbro with Mirage 

Dick Belden’s Kaos  running up 

Dirty Birdy rolling  



West Coast  - Robert Fish 

I am 49 and live in Simi 
Valley, CA. My club is the 
Channel Island Condors in 
Camarillo, CA. I have been 
in R/C for 38 years, or 28 if 
we don’t count in a ten 
year break. Many of those 
years have been in pattern 
flying. I have also flown R/
C sailplanes, Q-500 pylon 
racing, scale and IMAC. 
My other interests are 
Christian Discipleship, mar-
riage, guns, mountain bicy-
cles, off-road motorcycles, 
CAD and machining.  

 

I started flying R/C in June 
1974 at age 11. My first 
radio system was a Heath-
kit that I built. I became 
interested in pattern almost 
immediately as many of the 
top pilots that I looked up 
to were pattern fliers. I flew 
in my first pattern contest 
in 1976 at the Sepulveda 
Basin, flying a Super 
Kaos .40. I built several 
Vertigo II’s, two Patricia’s, 
a T-2A, a Dirty Birdy and a  

 

N. Central -  Brian Lundberg 

I have been building and 

flying R/C model airplanes 

since 1992. For me it start-

ed with a Great Planes .40 

sized P-51 Mustang. I built 

and covered it, but I never 

flew it. I found that it was 

not a good plane to learn 

on, and at the advice of a 

close friend, Jon Wenzel, I 

started flying with some-

thing more appropriate.   

About this time I was intro-

duced to my first flying club 

experience. It was the MAS 

(Miniature Aero Sportsters) 

in Denver who fly in close 

proximity to Denver Inter-

national Airport.  I soon 

joined and watched my first 

fly-in. Everyone had sticks 

and were flying with four 

cycle engines, and they 

were all uniquely construct-

ed. Some were Great 

Planes Big Sticks, and 

some were RCM plans-

built Das Ugly Sticks, and 

at least one was a modified 

Jenson kit!  The sound of 

five sticks up at a time was 

amazing! These pilots liked 

to play follow the leader 

and other similar events.  I 

could not wait to get my 

hands on a stick! 

 

A funny thing happened, 

though, as I never got one 

flying in time while they 

were still using their equip-

ment. I have regretted that 

ever since! 

Anyway, with instruction 

and encouragement from 

the club, especially from 

Jon Wenzel, Roy McGee, 

and Warren Jensen, I suc-

ceeded at flying my trainer. 

I am eternally grateful to 

them. 
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CPA Regional Directors 
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few others. 

I had the privilege to work for 
Bob Smith R/C Aircraft, Jeff 
Bretken, Smith Bros Hobbies 
and Marty’s Hobbies as a 
young man. I was close 
friends with and did some 
building for Bob Hunter of 
Satellite City (remember Hot 
Stuff glue?). Through those 
work experiences, I had the 
opportunity to meet some in-
dividuals who we consider 
legendary in our field of inter-
est today. 

 

Years later I discovered the 
classic pattern movement, 
and I have been hooked ever 
since. To me, classic pattern 
represents the very finest in 
R/C. It was the pursuit of ex-
cellence and a time when air-
craft were not only handmade 
and intimate to the owner, but 
more manly, sleek and pur-
poseful than much of what we 
see today in R/C. 

 

Robert Fish 

Brian Lundberg 



CPA Regional Directors 

CPA Regional Directors   cont. from Page  6 

S.East -  Dave Phillips 

I have been an avid mod-

eler for most of my life as 

was my Dad before me! 

I started flying control line 

models in grade school 

and was instrumental in 

starting their first model 

airplane club in the 9th 

grade. We flew our planes 

on the football field after 

school or whenever we 

could. I got many of my 

buddies hooked on model-

ing as well. I have also 

served as the president of 

our local flying club.  

I flew my first R/C airplane 

in the late ‘60’s and have 

flown on and off ever 

since. I started flying non-

turnaround pattern in the 

‘70’s and continued until 

AMA made the change to 

turnaround, and I then I did 

not fly pattern for about 35 

years. I started back flying 

in SPA with the encourage-

ment of my son who want-

ed to see what it was like 

to fly pattern like we flew 

back in the ‘70’s and ‘80’s.  

 

 I joined CPA/BPA in their 

beginnings and have flown 

in almost every contest to 

date. 

I have also served as a 

Contest Director at several 

contests involving the 

CPA/BPA/ SPA/Club-40 

Pylon Racing/Fun Fly 

events as well as Warbird 

Scale, and I have also 

helped with judging at all of 

them. 

 

what I saw with that Tau-

rus! I was begging people 

to let me participate in pat-

tern. How frustrating it was 

when I consistently re-

ceived that “40 mile stare” 

and had no help whatsoev-

er. 

In 2006, after writing about 

this many times in the 

online forums, a fantastic 

modern pattern competitor, 

John L Konneker, visited 

from Iowa so I could learn 

how to fly in competition. 

He was kind enough to 

forgive all the issues I was 

having with my airplane. I 

learned that the pattern 

Soon after this, I moved 

from Denver to my current 

location just north of the 

Twin Cities in Minnesota. 

This is when I first experi-

enced the desire for preci-

sion flying!   

About 2004, I saw my first 

pattern airplane fly, a Tau-

rus. I could not believe how 

clean its lines were and the 

way this airplane tracked in 

the air, and I wanted to fly 

like that. I was getting 

bored with throwing an air-

plane in the air and letting 

anything happen. I wanted 

to fly with a purpose like 

crowd was a great group 

who went out of their way 

to see that others became 

successful with this style of 

flying.  There were two 

downfalls for modern pat-

tern for me. One was disin-

terest in my area, and the 

other was the cost of the 

available pre-built options. I 

also prefer to build my own 

airplanes.   

Two years ago I saw the 

Classic Pattern forums 

take off. People were not 

only posting their builds, 

but they were also teaching 

building with a level of  

Contact Information 

for CPA Regional 

Directors—Page 9 
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Dave Phillips 

craftsmanship I have never 

seen before!  I was forever 

hooked!  My next hurdles 

were building my own pat-

tern ship and bringing the 

CPA to Minnesota.   

 

Last May, I entered into 

Classic Pattern, and others 

found just how enjoyable this 

was. My Super Kaos is a 

blast!  And now I have great 

friends helping me from all 

over the world. And all of this 

is thanks to Classic Pattern. 

I am a now Classic Pattern 

convert! 

 



A Note from The Editor   Cont. From page 1 

CPA NOTAMs 

Nowadays, Scott and I 

develop the stories in 

Word, email them to one 

another, make edits in 

Word, and he takes all the 

stories and pictures and 

lays out the issue. We 

proof it and then send it. 

And all of this costs Scott 

and I and the membership 

really almost nothing to 

use. The technology is just 

amazing! It really puts the 

fun back into editing and 

developing newsletters. 

When I wrote the, “My 

Tale of Eight Kaoses,” 

story for the first issue, a 

few other thoughts about 

my earlier Kaos days later 

came back. The first was 

the time in the ‘70’s when 

my Dad and I tried to fly 

formation once but with 

two different models, and 

neither being a Kaos. We 

mid-aired in the process. 

My plane was fine. His 

spun off to one side, but 

he recovered. In the 2007 

timeframe, we tried this 

again. I was flying Kaos 6 

and he was flying actually 

a completely different Tow-

er Kaos that he built that 

was not mentioned in the 

story. I said that I would fly 

a big, lazy racetrack pat-

tern around the field, and I 

asked him to try to join up 

with his Kaos and fly some-

where near me as I flew 

this simple pattern. My Dad 

was a much better flyer 

than me, but we just could-

n’t get formation flying to 

work out no matter how we 

tried. It would have looked 

great, but rather than 

chance it, we stopped short 

of another mid-air. I’m sure 

there is a rule somewhere 

in some book stating, 

“Thou shalt not fly for-

mation within X number of 

feet”! It was a great idea, 

but it just wouldn’t work! 

Before signing on as your 

CPA Newsletter editor, I 

spent six months develop-

ing the F-5 Tiger Pilots As-

sociation, devoted to the 

history of the Northrop F-

5A Freedom Fighter and F-

5E Tiger II. This project 

was halted when the mem-

bers stopped sending sto-

ries after four months, and 

despite my best efforts, I 

could not rekindle their in-

terest. So I jumped back 

into R/C, and Pattern in 

particular, and offered to 

be your CPA Editor.  

People have since asked 

me what the difference is 

between writing about full 

sized jets versus radio con-

trol models? I said that for 

me, it was a case where if I 

wrote about jet fighters, as 

a civilian non-flyer, all I 

could do was write stories 

about others’ experiences 

flying the jets or stand on 

the sidelines watching 

them fly. With R/C, I can 

build and fly the same air-

planes as all of the other 

flyers, go out on the field, 

fly the aerobatics and 

share the same experienc-

es, and later go home and 

us next spring on March 1 

and 2, 2013.  

 

  

CPA will attend the Perry, 

GA Swap Meet next year. 

We will have three tables in 

the McGill Building for dis-

playing our planes. We are 

also looking at some other 

interesting items for our 

display. Please plan to join 
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write about it. As a fighter 

pilot “wannabe,” there were 

definite limitations as to 

how far I could 

“experience” the roar and 

thunder of those fighter 

planes, but with R/C, I can 

live the life and build and 

fly R/C as much as others 

do. 

No more “wannabe” men-

tality with R/C. I really get 

to share the complete 

“experience” with it, and I 

can do everything that eve-

ryone else does with no 

limitations. It’s great!                 



Editor : Rick Mitchell  - remitchell22@aol.com  

Publisher : classicpatternassociation@hotmail.com 

Please submit  articles and photos by the 15th of 

the month to Rick & Publisher. 

For more information contact  - Publisher. 

Those builders who use 

Elmer’s polyurethane glue 

will see a new label on the 

bottle soon.  

While I was getting ready 

to sheet some wings, I 

found that Ultimate was no 

longer made, and it was 

replaced with Elmer’s Glue 

All Max. 

I called Elmer’s and talked 

to their chemist support 

team, and the only thing 

that was changed was the 

name. 

Elmer's Glue update staff 

Email: classicpatternassociation@hotmail.com 

 

CPA Site: www.classicpatternassociation.com 

Classic Pattern Forum   www.classicpatternforum.com 

 Classic Pattern Association  

Contest  Information: 

October 20 & 21st Green Sea , SC  

November 17 & 18th Eglin AFB - Niceville, FL  
  

http://www.rccityfl.com

CPA- RD Contact Information 

Email Addresses. 

 

West Coast:  Robert Fish   

akmotov@pacbell.net 

 

N. Central :   Brian Lundberg  

btraz@q.com 

 

South East:   Dave Phillips    

ddphill9@aol.com 

 

mailto:remitchell22@aol.com
mailto:akmotov@pacbell.net
mailto:btraz@q.com
mailto:ddphill9@aol.com

