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Welcome to the CPA Newsletter
Welcome to our new
CPA E-Newsletter! -by
Rick Mitchell, Editor

This is our first issue of the
new CPA electronic newsletter and also a great opportunity to tell our members about this new step
forward that CPA is undertaking. Recently, Scott announced that he was looking for a newsletter editor. I
had barely gotten back into
R/C a week before and

was building a Tower Kaos
when I answered Scott's
call. After showing Scott a
few prior samples, I was
elected/drafted/kidnapped
into the role as your new
editor, so let me take a few
minutes to tell you about
myself and what we as an
organization hope to accomplish. Cont. Page 8

So-Cal Classic Pattern

Next issue :
 Prattville Al. Report
 Huntsville Al. Report
 Update of Classic
plane vendors.
 Building glue update.

The Classic Pattern Get- Together (CPGT for short) was
conceived about mid 2009 as a
result of on line conversations
with other classic pattern enthusiasts. The idea was put
forth: Let’s get together in one
place and FLY!
I approached the PTB at my
club, the Channel Islands Condors (Camarillo, California)
with the idea of having a oneday informal event, one that
would not require the exclusive
use of the field for the day, and
would not incur any cost to the
club. They liked the idea, and
gave me the go-ahead.
I picked a date that did not
conflict with any regional pat-

Utopia - Pete Coleman

by Robert Fish

tern or IMAC contest, as this
would be the place where some
people may have “other plans”.
The date was May 21st, 2011.
I put the word out on the two
major Internet classic pattern
forums. There was interest.
When the day came, I arrived
at the airfield to set up. I wondered if anyone was going to
show up. I thought that if one
or two guys showed up, I
would call it a success. What
happened next took everyone
by surprise.
A total of 25 aircraft arrived,
including one pilot from Phoenix, Arizona- a 400-mile trip
one way. We had a couple
from San Diego, and a whole

“crew” from Orange County.
The airfield was buzzing with
classic pattern aircraft. Some
were new builds, some original
condition straight from the
80’s. A number of the aircraft
were not what you would call
classic pattern aircraft, but here
is what we discovered: That
was not very important at all.
We had some real talent. Tony
Frakowiak, multi-time worlds
competitor came with his
Phoenix 7 ARF, and showed
us what it is supposed to look
like up there. Jim Oddino came
and brought has modern day
Two-meter pattern plane, as
did Sean Mersh.
Cont. page 2

Page 2

Classic Pattern

V olume 1, I ssue 1

Peach State Classic - Andersonville, GA
The start of the 2012 Classic The attending pilots did
Pattern Association's flying
season was held at one of
the greatest locations in the
southeast, the Mac Hodges
site. This location is much
like a giant golf green, and
Mac is a great host.
Dave Phillips developed the
idea of a Best of Show flying
contest, much like older car
shows, and so we passed
his information along on the
forums. As a result, over 30
planes attended.

their own judging, but we
also had a special guest
judge, Jim Graham from R/
C City.

The Friday practice session was great with excellent weather and many
people visiting Mac's great
site.
The weather continued to
be exceptional for both
days. Big Dave did a great
job with his Contest Director duties. Scott Anderson

was his assistant
CD helping with the flight
board and working the
scoring with the computer
for both days with the assistance of Peggy Phillips.

The contest came right
down to the last round between Dave Wentzel and
Gary Singleton in the
Sportsman Class.
We also had several visitors come out and fly Classic with us who later
joined our Classic Pattern

So-Cal Classic Pattern
“But most of all, it was
FUN! And I believe that
is the bottom line”

Tony F brought his Onas,
equipped with a counterrotating prop system. It was an
interesting contrast between
old and new. Everyone got
along and played nice. The fact
is that all of this activity took
place and blended in with the
“normal” traffic. The club
“brass” was impressed, which
opened the door for future
events like this one.
2012 brought more of the
same. We had a few less bodies, but that was not surprising
given the economy and the
ultra-high price of gas at the
time. We did have some new
faces, including a local who
was interested, and he brought
out a Great Planes Tracer that
he had built. I enlisted the help
of my lovely bride Jennifer, she

by Robert Fish

was an awesome hostess, and
really helped to keep things
rolling smoothly. It doesn’t
hurt that she easy one the eye!
This year we added something
new- some informal competition. The general consensus is
that most pilots are more in
tune with informal, lowpressure events rather than
contest flying. Adding the contest was an unknown. The results were amazing. We had
several pilots fly that had never
flown in a contest setting, let
alone a pattern contest, or in
front of judges. They came
away totally stoked. Another
pilot had not flown in front of
judges since the 80’s. You
could not wipe the smile from
his face. The informal contest
fit right into the overall easy

Association.
Our very appreciative
“thank you” goes out
to Mac for their gift certificates as well as for opening the onsite hobby shop
on Sunday.
Dave Wentzel won the
drawing for an original P7
kit, and Victor Diaz won an
airplane kit from RC City.
Additional thanks go out to
Jim Graham for donating
this model.
Cont. Page 5 bottom

Cont. from page 1
feeling of the event. At the end
of the day, we had a lot of happy people, no carnage, and a
couple of new guys eager for
more.
What made it work so well? A
welcoming, non-intimidating
atmosphere, where people
could put faces to Internet
“handles”, new friendship
made, and others reunited after
many tears. It was a place
where a new guy could come
out and be part of the scene,
and very valuable aircraft could
be safely operated without
pressure. Everyone was helpful, particularly the old hands.
It was a learning environment.
But most of all, it was FUN!
And I believe that is the bottom line.

Classic Pattern
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RIVER CITY R/C CLASSIC PATTERN PRIMER - BY
KEN HANAWALT

On August 11, 2012, the River
City Radio Control Club of
Mason City, Iowa hosted a
classic pattern primer. The
weather was perfect for the
event with temps in the midseventies and light and variable winds.
We had six pilots in attendance. The first pilot took to the
skies after a short period of
instruction as to the placement
of maneuvers and what the
maneuvers should look like.
All of us opted to fly the novice
pattern.

Of course, I was the first pilot
to head skyward. After my
shaky start with very good
examples of what not to do,
everyone made it through the
first practice session just fine.
There was a mix of aircraft,
ranging from 3Ds to replicas
of modern full sized aerobatic
aircraft. We even had a thirty
size Cub flying the pattern!
We did not judge any maneuvers. Our purpose was to dip
our toes into the water to see
if we liked classic pattern. I
believe everyone thought the

MY TALE OF EIGHT KAOSES - by
I first flew radio control at

To this day, I truly do not

age 9 in 1958 when radio
control models were
still in their infancy. My Dad
was promoted to the
Maintenance Officer position with the Maryland Air
National Guard back when
they were flying F-86H Sabres, and he was required
to go through nine months
of additional training at
Chanute AFB near
Rantoul, Illinois.

fully understand how this
system worked, but it went
something like this: It consisted of a basic radio that
somehow cycled a long
shaft leading to the rudder.
There was a long series of
rubber bands running
through the length of the
fuselage that supplied the
energy to work the rudder
device. Dad would pull out
a small plate on the rear of
the fuselage and wind up
these rubber bands. The
transmitter was a big box
like device with an antenna
and one push button. The
model was big but was
hand launched. Once airborne, it was controlled by
blipping the push button
something like once for a
right turn, or twice for a left.
This made the escapement turn the rudder.

My Dad had built balsa
models since he was very
young, and now this new
fangled means of controlling what were really free
flight models with a simple
radio system was on the
market. He built a Livewire
Cruiser, a big, high winged
model, and added an escapement and a radio into
it.

“water” was just fine!
Everyone agreed that putting
three loops together was the
hardest maneuver of the day.
We all had a great time, and
several members agreed to
call for one other when out at
the flying field.
I would personally like to do
this again, and maybe with
some judging the next time.
Photos page 8

Rick Mitchell
So, now we had this big
free flight model climbing
along and we tried to control it by blipping the transmitter box, essentially to
keep it generally in the area where we were flying.
When it ran out of fuel, we
deadstick glided it back to
us. It was incredibly primitive, but we thought that
this new thing called radio
control was a marvelous
device, and we had a lot of
fun with it. We also had our
share of chasing the model in my Dad's '55 Chevy
when it flew away several
times, as well as running
through a lot of Illinois corn
fields, which were much
taller than me.
Cont. page 4

“Here it was, my very first
real pattern ship. Life was
great! “

Want CPA Merchandise ?
http://classicpatternstore.wee
bly.com
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MY TALE OF EIGHT KAOSES
Finally, one day, the big
model flew away and landed in a woman's backyard while she was hanging her laundry out on the
lines in her back yard and
hitting her hanging clothes.
I think that contributed to
our looking for a better radio control system!
Little Dave Phillip’s newest
find at Perry Ga. 2012

“I remember the first time I
saw a Galloping Ghost
system demonstrated in a
hobby shop in the Sixties,”

Fast forward to the general
1973 timeframe. I graduated from college the year
before, and I was living at
home and looking for a
good hobby to get into. I
had built quite a number of
plastic model planes, but
was interested in radio
control again. The hobby
had come a long way over
the last 15 years. I remember the first time I saw a
Galloping Ghost system
demonstrated in a hobby
shop in the Sixties, but I
thought that was all kind of
strange. Then things like
real transmitters and servos with dual sticks were
coming out. This held
promise!

My first R/C ship was a
Rudderbird that I inherited
from my father who had
been in R/C for a few years
flying with his friends while
I was in college. The Rudderbird was a tired, old
model in dire need of TLC.
I went through it and refurbished it and made it look
pretty good. It flew well and
I learned the basics of flying on that plane plus
many rides on my father's
planes. This was great fun!
Soon I went looking for the
next big thing.

- by Rick Mitchell

In the midst of all this, I
joined the Chesapeake
Bay Radio Control Club
(CBRC). I made friends
with a number of the other
younger pilots my age.
One of them was Bobby
Snyder. Bobby was a great
builder and flyer who also
worked at our local hobby
shop. One day I was in the
shop and we got to talking
about my getting into
something much better
than advanced trainers. By
now it was 1974, and the
Super Kaos .40 had recently come out on the
market.
Bobby and I worked out a
deal where he would build
a Kaos for me and add one
of his used K&B .40 motors
and a used 27 rig into it. I
don't remember what the
package cost, but it was
incredibly low. A few weeks
later he called me to stop
by the shop and pick up my
new plane. Wow!
I stopped by after work,
and there it was, a bright
red monokote covered Super Kaos .40, all set to fly.
Bobby even added a pilot
figure inside of the canopy.
The plane looked amazing,
and I thought I had died
and gone to heaven! No
more trainers. Here it was,
my very first real pattern
ship. Life was great!

Over the next few weeks, I
spent a lot of time getting
used to this great performing yet relatively easy to fly
Joe Bridi creation. The
plane was such a joy and a

Cont. from page 3

thrill to fly. I just loved
it. And then that July, over
the long 4th of July weekend and on a Saturday, I
was flying my Super Kaos
right over my head and it
got lost in the sun. I lost
track of my beautiful red
Kaos, and only caught up
with it as it came screaming down almost vertically
into the sandy underbrush
not far from the edge of the
runway. It went in under
throttle and destroyed itself. It hit so hard that it
broke off half of the exhaust stack from the motor.
I packed up all of the
wreckage and went home.
I was heartbroken.
That night I was on a date
with my girlfriend, now my
wife of 37 years, and after
that I went home about
midnight. I then went down
into the basement and
started stripping out all of
the useful parts from the
wreckage. On that Sunday
afternoon, I opened up the
box for a brand new Super
Kaos .40, but I would be
building this one myself .

Over the next two months,
I worked feverishly to
build Super Kaos Number
2. I copied much of the layout and building techniques
that Bobby used, many of
which I still use today. Bobby had a great looking way
to complete the canopy
assembly by adding a base
plate, light felt, then the
painted pilot, then the canopy, then painting the assembly's frame.
Cont. page 6
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Peach State Classic pics
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by Scott Anderson

Over 30 Classic planes on the
flight line.

Pete Coleman & Utopia Fuse.

Jim Slocum & Mr. R/C City
Jamie Strong & Larry Hill

Jim Graham

St. Paul Radio Control Club (SPMRC). MN
BY BRIAN LUNDBERG

Greetings from the Land of
10,000 Lakes!

On May 12th, Minnesota
held its first Classic Pattern
Association event, thanks
to the St. Paul Radio Control Club (SPMRC). The
turnout was small, but this
was anticipated as this
was a new effort. The

event was a pattern primer
and an opportunity for the
attendees to learn what
this type of flying was
about as well as to have a
friendly competition with
our neighbors.
We had a great variety of
aircraft flying in the primer.
There was a Brushfire, a

THE PEACH CLASSIC - BY SCOTT ANDERSON

The winners for the Pilots'
Choice Awards were:
1st Place - Dave Phillips III
- Atlanta

Super Curare

Finally, additional thanks
are given to all those who
assisted with the activities
during this weekend.

2nd Place - Pete Coleman
- Utopia
3rd Place - Curt Oberg -

Peach Classic photos
above.

Tower Twin ARF, a Tower Kaos, a Hangar 9 Pulse,
and a Super Kaos built by
yours truly.

The day started with a ses-

“We soon found that
judging was as much fun
as flying. “

sion devoted to instruction
and practice in the Novice
pattern class.
Cont. page 7

Cont. from page2
Pilot choice
award planes.
#3 foreground
#2 middle
#1 end
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MY TALE OF EIGHT KAOSES Cont. from page 4
I still do this today. Bobby
attached the receiver and
battery with masking tape. I
still do this. He upgraded
the wheels and spinner.
Ditto. By Labor Day weekend, SK #2 was flying, and
I was on top of the world
once again. I now added
the traditional Bridi white
delta panels to the wing
tops, a horizontal banner
across the bottom of the
wing, delta white panels to
the forward fuse, and a
stripe pattern across the
top of the fin and runner.
Then pinstripe. It also got a
"2" on the left side of the
fin. I was back in business!

working, either, until finally
I really lowered my flight
plan, and SK #3 hit the top
of an oak tree, sheared off
one side of the wing and
took off the tail section
completely, flipped over
and crashed on its backside on the side of the field.
It was a spectacular failure.
I learned to set up the idle
cutoff correctly after that.

Soon after this, I decided

Two events with SK #2 still

that I wanted a third Kaos
as a backup in case #2
went out of service. This
time I decided to cover it in
silver monokote with contrasting black panels and
spinner. All of the other
upgrades were added, and
a "3," and the plane was a
beauty. I made one serious
error though in setting up
the new plane. I did not set
the throat in the carburetor
such that at low idle, the
motor would be barely running, and if I threw the trim
all the way down, it would
kill the engine. This proved
to be a fatal mistake.
On Super Kaos Number 3's
maiden voyage, I could not
get the engine to slow the
plane down enough, and
consequently, I couldn't
land it. I kept lowering my
landing pattern as a result
to try to drag the plane in
more slowly. This was not

Fortunately, Super Kaos #2
was still in action and alive
and well, so I pressed it
back into service on the
next weekend. Undaunted,
I started on Super Kaos
Number 4.

stick out in my mind. The
first was the time when
another CBRC member,
the late, and great, Tom
Chambers had a high wing
trainer that he used to fly
lazily over the field with a
30' to 50' red streamer towed behind it. He used
to let us "attack" it with our
pattern ships. It was just
like combat, turning and
twisting and diving on that
streamer. We only did this
once as it was risky, but I
clipped the streamer on
one climbing pass. Four
more hits and I would
have been an "ace"! The
other event was that, while
flying SK #2, it was the first
time I ever went up on buzzard patrol. This was when
some long
winged bird dared to enter
our airspace at altitude,
and we felt it was our
sworn duty to turn the invader away and send him

packing! I'm sure that there
are rules somewhere telling R/C pilots not to do either of these seemingly
idiotic things, but, gosh, it
was great fun!

SK #4 was done up in
monokote yellow with black
trim. I noticed in SK #3's
short lifespan that silver
was a particularly difficult
color to see against the
bright blue sky. The silver
monokote was like a huge
mirror and the plane was
hard see. To solve this
problem, I went to yellow.
As a result, many people
referred to SK #4 as Rick's
"Yellow Bird." It was also
a beauty.

From here through 1977, I
flew both #2 and #4 alternately until I got out of flying after several busy
years at it. Both of these
Kaoses ran up over 100
flights each, were never
involved in any accidents,
but I did have to rebuild
one landing gear block that
must have fractured from
fatigue as I shot touch and
go's a lot. Both #2 and #4
were eventually hung up in
a local hobby shop and
sold. Both were great performers. I logged over 300
rides on these four
Kaoses.
Somewhere in the 1976-77
timeframe, I did build Super Kaos Number 5, but it
departed from my usual
color scheme. It was maroon with gold trim. I had it
about 90% completed
when I gave it to my Dad.

He completed it and flew it
for awhile, but unfortunately, while making a
straight in pass from deep
out, something happened
that either his radio was
hit or he misjudged his
height and the plane hit
the trees. After searching
at length, all he recovered
was part of the nose section. The rest was never
found.

Thirty years later brings
us up to the 2006
timeframe when I decided
to get back into R/C. My
Dad had never left and
had kept flying through out
all these years. The world
of radio control had greatly
changed after all that time.
Now they had these things
called "ARFs," and, holy
smoke, there was now a
Kaos ARF sold through
Tower Hobbies! I was
thrilled! The first new
plane I ordered was a
Tower Kaos ARF. Welcome home!

Within a short time, Kaos
Number 6 with a Thunder
Tiger .46 was ready to fly.
I added a complete pilot
assembly, upgraded the
spinner and wheels, and
after quite a number of
practice rides on my Dad's
trainers to shake off a lot
of rust, went out to fly the
Kaos again for the first
time in nearly three decades. It did not disappoint.

See next page
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MY TALE OF EIGHT KAOSES Cont. from page 6
The first time I went barreling down the runway under
full throttle, I yanked back
on the stick, and the Kaos
blasted off for outer space
at better than a 45 degree
angle. It actually scared me
that it was so powerful on
take off! At both high and
low speeds, it did everything I wanted it to do. It
was a real performer, just
like the older Kaos was. I
got about 65 flights on this
airplane.
Soon after this, I started
on Kaos Number 7, but for
this one, I stripped all of
the covering off and recovered the model
in monokote red to make it
look like Super Kaos Number 2 from 30 years before,
all the way down to the
color of the pilot's flight suit
and helmet.

Kaos #8 Pre-flight

I flew R/C for about two
years and stopped. When I
did, I gave Kaos #6 to my
Dad. Later he was flying it
and hit a tree on the opposite side of our flying field
from where SK #5 went in
many years before. He
said that the plane literally
exploded with pieces going
everywhere. Kaos Number
7 was never flown, and in
fact, it still sits on the top
shelf of my model building
area. Quite frankly, it reminds me too much of the
great performing models I
had in the 1970's. It may
never be flown as a result.
I would be quite upset to
lose Kaos #7 in its retro
color scheme.
And so here we are in
2012. Several weeks ago I
decided to get back into R/
C once more. I have been

Canopy & Pilot Detail

St. Paul Radio Control Club (SPMRC).
We quickly found just how
skilled we needed to be to
fly these airplanes in just a
straight line! Three consecutive loops, however, was
the "ire" of everyone! But
we did get a lot better than
we were before once we

retired for a year. I started
into serious R/C about a
year after graduating college, and here we are 40
years later. So, hmmm, I
wonder what I would I like
to build? This was not really a serious matter to debate in my mind, and what
luck, I already had a spare
Tower Kaos in storage in
my basement! So as this is
being written, Kaos Number 8 is about 70% completed and should be ready
for more thrills and spills
within a week or two. It will
get the number "8" on the
left side of the fin, just like
all its older siblings did. It
has all the other standard
options, just like before. It
has been such a joy to
work on.
Now, if only to locate a
good tree avoidance device...

Good old #8

Cont, from page 5

started practicing.

Our local hobby store, Hub

After a short lunch break,
we had a scored round
with contestant judging.
We soon found that judging
was as much fun as flying.

Hobbies in Roseville, MN,
generously donated prizes
to our event. Everyone had
a great time, the day was
spectacular, and we are
looking forward to our next
event!
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Welcome to our new CPA E-Newsletter
I am retired and have been a
freelance aviation and automotive writer for almost 30 years.
I have three books on military
aviation history under my belt
plus hundreds of short stories
about planes and cars. Combine that with about ten years
of radio control building and
flying over a 40 year period,
and recently getting back into
R/C, and I wanted to keep writing while building my Kaos. So
I offered to handle the editing
duties while Scott will handle
the lay out for our issues. Most
of my writing over these years
was volunteer writing, and so
helping our membership as an
editor is an assignment that I
will greatly look forward to.

So how do you get your stories about building and flying
R/C and Pattern ships into our
newsletter? That's simple. Just
send your story as an email

to Scott or me, Rick Mitchell,
at remitchell22@aol.com , and
we will prepare it for a future
issue of our e-newsletter.
Your story could be about almost anything that is Pattern
related, such as an event your
club had to promote Pattern, a
favorite Pattern ship, either
building or flying it, or both, or
a great day out at the field. Or
a How-To article. There are
no restrictions, but bear in
mind that this is a family oriented newsletter that many
others will read and enjoy in
addition to our own members,
so make it a great, positive
upbeat story. All good words,
and no bad ones. And don't
worry about writing a polished
story. We can help with that.
Just give us that good, core
story, and we will edit it as
needed and get it ready for
publication. Got a great picture or two to add to your story? Send it along and let the

Cont. from page 1
other folks see your good
looking airplane or flying
event.

W e will look forward to working with all of you and presenting many great articles
and pictures about the incredible world of radio control Pattern flying.—Rick
This is a work in progress
and most newsletters will not
be this long. We are playing
catch up from the beginning
of the CPA season—Scott

RIVER CITY R/C CLASSIC PATTERN PRIMER Pics
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Editor : Rick Mitchell - remitchell22@aol.com

Classic Pattern Association

Publisher : classicpatternassociation@hotmail.com

Please submit articles and photos by the 15th of
the month to both Rick& Publisher.

Email: classicpatternassociation@hotmail.com

CPA Site: www.classicpatternassociation.com

Classic Pattern Forum

For more information contact - Publisher.

www.classicpatternforum.com

St. Paul Radio Control Club (SPMRC).

Photos

Contest Information:
September - 8th NECPO - Farmington , CT
September - 15 & 16. 2012 - Hollister. Ca. AMA pattern contest featuring classic pattern.
October 20 & 21st Green Sea , SC
November 17 & 18th Eglin AFB - Niceville, FL

http://www.rccityfl.com

